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Abstract 
What makes a nation to be either great, developing or undeveloped appears to 
be known by an average person. In fact, common sense tells one that lack of 
manpower in any nation is tantamount to zero or no development. In other 
words inadequate manpower leads to poverty or underdevelopment and a 
poor nation. Fine and Applied Arts education have the potential to help 
meet the need of manpower at different levels of a growing economy such as 
Nigeria. This paper highlighted on such potentials as well as various strategies 
for reducing unemployment and poverty caused by lack of manpower 
development. It concluded with some recommendations. 

Introduction 
Effective manpower development in any nation has to do with vision and a solid foundation 

laid for the attainment of such goal. Unfortunately, such basis was deliberately not established by the 
colonial lords. This of course eroded our sense of complete educational bearing for so long even when in 
Britain the same system had already been modernized and re-structured to take account of 
industrial, technology and social developments. 

Thanks for a new birth, sense of purpose and direction which evolved from curriculum 
conference of 1969 and 1973 popularly referred to as 6-3-3-4 system of education (Aiyepeku, 1989). 

This paper therefore stressed the fact that Fine and Applied Education has a role to play in the 
manpower development of this great nation, Nigeria, in areas such as Vocational and Technical 
Education and teacher education etc. 

The developed nations like, the United States of America, Japan, Great Britain, Germany, 
China, France even India, etc, are the living examples in the use of art (crafts) as a boost for 
technological development. Ukeje (1.995) acknowledges the fact that without appropriate tools (good 
teachers and good educational system) in the land of skillful workmen, there can be no good 
engineers, no good medical doctors, no good lawyers, etc. He added that Fine and Applied Arts is that 
appropriate tool. 

Basic Concepts 
There is hardly any normal human being who does not appreciate beauty in one form or the 

other. This goes to say that beauty is in the eyes of the beholder. Manpower development is a beauty on 
its own when allowed to grow. Because the beauty of a growing economy radiates in the faces of the 
citizenry who talk less of inflation, lack of good education, unemployment opportunities, lack of 
opportunities to create wealth etc. as some of these concepts unfold, due to the relevance of arts 
education on manpower development would be clearer. 

Fine and Applied Arts is conceived in variety of ways by different people. Some conceive it as 
creativity, others perceive it as communication while some opine that art is image and ideas, Fine and 
Applied Arts is a discipline which produces for utility and all objects of utility are essential, hence the 
importance of the subject to manpower development. 

In the words of Stanfield (1980) Art is not a subject that is done during one period in the week 
and forgotten about during every other lesson. He believes art is that subject which is closely 
connected with everything that is taught in the school. 

Education on the other hand according to Lassa (1997) is defined as that of continuous 
process of developing the personality of an individual and getting him to be a useful member of his 
society. In another Qrji (1986) states that: this holistic view of education goes further to state that the 
aim is to develop an individual to be of use to himself and to his society, and that education becomes 
then a tool which enables the individual to live effectively and efficiently not only for his own benefit but 
also for that of the society. He concluded that this may be why the well known educationist John Dewey 
defined education as a continuous process of growth (Pp 1-2). 

The word develop is defined by Chambers Dictionary (1990) that which is latent or potential 
in, to bring to a more advance or more highly organized state —, to advance, to exploit the natural 
resources of a region. Manpower is that persons available for some purposes regarded as one of the 
resources of a nation, industries etc. (Lexicon Webster's Dictionary, 1991). 

Fine and Applied Arts Education in manpower development can thus imply that education or 
training aimed at producing capable teachers who will in turn produce trainees with efficient 



technical-know-how for the purpose of continuity, bringing out individual potentials for self-actualization and also 
for the benefit of the entire society. 

Historical Review 
Efficient manpower development of any nation is deeply rooted in her foundation. It is like a seed sown that 

germinated. Colonial masters deliberately tailored the nation towards white collar jobs for the benefit of easy administration 
and exploitation thus neglecting technical institutions inherent in the culture. 

Even when Nigeria as a nation has finally arisen from slumber by taking the bull by the horn through the introduction of 
6-3-3-4 system of education the havoc already done still remained a factor conflicting with educational goals and objectives. A 
non self reliant nation cannot have dynamic economy since the products of the white collars jobs are massively unemployed. 

The National Policy on Education (1998) highlighted some objectives of the nation which include:- 
(1) Self Reliant Nation. 
(2) A Dynamic Economy. 

These objectives are yet to be met because issues of havoc done to be foundation were still factors. Though 
technological institutions were established with the view of having adequate manpower for effective development. It is 
also a fact that Vocational/Technical Education receives less attention in terms of favourable policies, in such areas like 
the appropriation of funds, procurement of facilities and in the recruitment of qualified staff. Egbokhan (2000) in Qlaitan 
(1994) reported that youth enrollment in Technical schools and Polytechnics was as low as 20% while as much as 80% 
enrolment was recorded in the conventional education system. 

This disparity succeeded in creating-mass unemployment in the Nigerian labour market and a nuisance to the 
economic growth. The government realizing this thereby introduced different measures to reduce unemployment but to 
no avail. Such measures in the interim could not work because the .place of Fine and Applied Arts in the early stage of 
educational development which could have .helped to widen learners horizon in them cognitive, affective and psychomotor 
aspects of knowledge and skills were left imbalance and the result was the gap as in the percentages of 20% and 80% above. 

Manpower Development Through Art Education 
Fine and Applied Art Education is not in isolation since education generally is all “about innovation and 

technical-know-how. It is a truism that no educational standard can rise above its teachers. It is also known that for any 
country to have fourth class system of education, the country must have first class teachers. So also in preparing students for 
gainful employment, well qualified and highly motivated teachers are required. Egbokhan (2000) quoting Biobaku (1969) 
perceive the teacher as a means of laying a solid foundation for national development (manpower development). Also 
Egbokhan (2000) quoting Majasan noted that the strength of an educational system must largely depend on the quality of its 
teachers. This is to imply that no matter how enlightened the aims, how up-to date and generous the equipment, how efficient 
the administration, the quality of the students is determined by the teachers. 

The state of any society is determined by the education accorded its people, as it was evident in the Nigerian colonial system 
of education. Prior to the 6-3-3-4 system of education, the federal government had shown serious concern in the training of 
teachers at all levels for vocational and technical institutions. These steps were taken in order to equip teachers with 
knowledge and skills in modern technology and methodology for imparting these skills to the youths. Ironically, most of the 
institutions where these teachers were sent for such programmes have no facilities to achieve the objectives of the federal 
government. These teachers graduated without actually having practical knowledge of the area of study. How then can there 
be adequate manpower development in a situation like that? 

Art is life in practical reality, translating thoughts and ideas into technology which sustains human life and any 
nation that holds on to this has overcome the problem of manpower shortage in all facets of development. Naswern (1997) 
stated that since technology is the practical application of scientific knowledge, it means that without the services of Fine 
and Applied Arts, the society's technology will no doubt stagnate. 

It is worthy to note that one of the four aims and objectives of the National Policy on Education (1981:8) is "the 
acquisition of appropriate skills, ability and competences both mental and physical as equipment for the individual to live in 
and contribute to the development of his society. It is with this over-riding aim and objective in mind that Fine and Applied 
Art becomes am imperative tool for general education in Nigeria. 

The formative years of the primary school child introduce him into the world ideas, fantasy and reality. This 
curiosity makes him an active person, as he is always doing one thing or the other. Concept formation, perception, acquisition 
of knowledge and skills fascinate him. Art then provides learning opportunities for the child to creativity as a base to develop 
other aspects of life (Naswem, 1997). 

Other manpower development through Art Education can be seen from the development of art and crafts by 
renowned artists, likes of Bruce Onabrapeya, Aina Onabolu and a host of other contemporary artists all over the country 
whose contributions could not be measured. Their works and others alike help to boost tourism industry as well as their being 
employers of labour. 

Conclusion 
With the 6-3-3-4 system of education on the ground Nigerian students if allowed free hands (self discovery) would 

be able to achieve their potentials, choose subjects which match their aptitude and have psychological satisfaction that they 
are preparing themselves for a worthwhile for a living. This Ajiya, (1987) in Ojunwole (2000) believes will enable the nation 
meet the pressing needs of our time and move along the path that will make us attain parity with the leading nations of the 



world. 
And to be at parity with the leading nations of the world manpower development must be a task that must be 

achieved. 

Recommendations 
The following recommendations were made: 
A well developed economy is as a result of adequate manpower development. Policy makers need to go back to the 

drawing board through proper funding of vocational and technical education since this is where lies the wheels of a speedy 
economic growth. 

Englightment campaign is at the juncture inevitable if there be reserve in the 20% enrolment recorded for 
technical/polytechnical as against 80% recorded for conventional educational system. The point is that even if technical and 
polytechnical institutions are well funded the initial foundation as could be traced to colonial era is still a factor to strongly 
contend with because parents tend to encourage their children/wards more in the conventional educational system 
than technical/polytechnical institutions. And there will always be mass failure since there is no self discovery. 

The 6-3-3-4 system of education is in the right direction to individual self discovery but parents are still obstacles 
to the free flow of their children/ward's will. 

That the soaring population be checked through mass enlightenment campaign of child spacing. This will help to 
adequately plan for effective manpower development. 

Also Fine and Applied Arts education be made compulsory in Nigerian schools up to JSS level as with the case of 
a Nigerian child's right to education just signed to law. 

Above however, being the long time measures, the following are the immediate measures that could alleviate 
unemployment/poverty. 

(1) Trade centres be established for jobless youth with little stipends as encouragement on  
monthly basis with the purpose of re-establishing them to acquiring one skill or the other.  
 

 

(2) Federal government to direct all local and state governments to embark on a mandatory agricultural farm scheme 
tagged "Operation kick unemployment/poverty out of Nigeria" where all the unemployed will be engaged. It is 
important to note here that the best state/local government will be rewarded and also monthly stipends be paid as at 
when due. Graduates under the scheme can serve as supervisors. 
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